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" hysteromelaneholia " as implying the overlaying of a melancholia by 
hysteria, whereas the reverse is the more probable condition. 

Kraepelin speaks of a specific dementia into which nearly half his 
cases go. Of Dreyfus's cases only the 8 per cent, of arteriosclerotics 
demented. This great discrepancy finds its explanation in the observation 
that several cases exhibit during the course of the psychosis a fairly typi- 
cal dementia picture, and yet subsequently recover, even after their dis- 
charge from treatment. The lack of interest, insight, and orientation in a 
deep depression is not necessarily dementia, however superficially similar 
it may be. 

Now so far as the immediately ultilitarian value of the diagnosis of 
involution melancholia is concerned, Dr. Dreyfus may probably be said to 
have made his point, and the figures show that Heidelberg in general was 
coming around to the same conclusion. Nevertheless, the question of rela- 
tionship is far from closed. Dr. Dreyfus has made a fruitful comparison 
of involution melancholia with the conventional picture of manic-depres- 
sive insanity. Even more fruitful should be the comparison of the 
involution depressions at large, independent of their diagnosis of in- 
volution melancholia or manic-depressive insanity, especially those oc- 
curring for the first time. Is it possible in certain cases for the involu- 
tion period to give the psychosis a specific coloring? This is the crux of 
the whole matter, beside which the question of disease entities, if as inde- 
pendent of prognostic value as Dreyfus finds it to be, is a matter rather 
academic than clinical. The next point of attack would seem to be that 
above mentioned, especially in a more precise examination of the sympto- 
matology. The most important question remains that of retardation, upon 
which the present study hardly sheds decisive light. Indeed, it may be 
questioned whether the relation of this symptom to the depressions is 
capable of much further study by unaided clinical observation. The ex- 
perimental opportunity would seem to be obvious. 

Frederic Lyman Wells. 
McLean Hospital, Waverley, Mass. 
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die Annahme einer Wechselwirhung zwischen Leib und Seele (pp. 81— 
122) : Erich Becher. - A discussion of the significance for theories of the 
interaction of body and soul of the experiments by Rubner, Laulanie, and 
Atwater on the conservation of energy in psychical organisms. These 
experiments are held to prove that the law of conservation of energy holds 
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des psycho-physiologischen Problems der Augenbewegungen (pp. 123- 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and Scien- 
tific Methods 

Dear Sirs: My attention has been called by Professor James and 
Dr. Morton Prince to a review in your Journal for November 7 by 
Dr. Adolf Meyer of my " Studies in Psychopathology." Dr. Meyer gra- 
ciously stamps my work and theories based on it as " metaneurology," 



